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Visual Resources Association

Annual Business Meating § Program and Other Events of Interest
Hew York City - 1088

Wodnesdey, February 12ss==

CAA Wecaption

B:00-0:00 FM  Musewm of Modern Art
Spectal Exhibition: Mies van der Rohe
Cash bar

Thureday, Fabru 13=9mcsoms===cocpEzsoos=sSEoee-ssoooESSSSmesSooooESsSan-—soooooEsae
The Maw York Hilven

1335 Aveonue of the Amesricas

{CAA Headguarters Hotal)

B:30-11:30 AM  VRA Ezecotive Committee Meeting 1

2:00-2:00 FM  YRA Reglstration

Promanade HReglstration fae: $10.00

Sacond Floor Voluntears are peeded to work at the Registration Desk during tha
tmes schedoled. A sign-op shest will be postad at the desk.

"Photographic History and Critdcal Theory: New Directions in
Photographlc Schalacship”

1Z:00-2:00 PM Interpationel Bulletin and MEMBERSHIF COMMITTEE
VRA Suite Working Loneh

2:30-4:00 FM  VEA Awarde Reception
VRA Suolte

4:45-6:00 PM  YHA Antgel Businass Meeting and Introducton of New Treasurer
(Check the CAA Trogram fof reom assignment)

8:30-5:30 PM  VRA Bxecutive Committoe Meetlng IT
VRA Sulte

Publishers of the International Bulletin for Photographic Documertation of the Visual Arts




Friday, February 14=a=
The Mew York Hilton

p:00-10:00 AM VEA Publications Committse and Visusl Basources Journal Meeting
VEA Sulte

q:00-10:00 AM VRA HReglstratlon
Promenada
Sacond Floor

JA0-12:00 YRA Program Sesslon - Open Sossion :
%’IE; 520 Conrdingtor: BUTH PHILBRIGE, The Natonsl Gallery of Art

RUSSELL KIRSCH, Natonal Burepe of Standards and Siurm Corporation:
IComputers Sening and Understanding Visual Resources

Gallery of Art:
PAT STEVENS, OCLC, snd ANDREA GIBES, The Mational

"ACLE MARC Formet Adapted for The WNational Gallery of Art!

{a demonstretion)

TULIE HAUSMAN, Usiversity of lown: *The lowa Art History Videodist
Projoct"

230-1: kshop - Dacorative Arts Classificetion
:ti:rg }fﬂull;a chi ““guﬁﬂ?:agr NA.]E(:? DE LAURIER, University of Missourl-Kansas Git'_LAT
Leaderss MARGUERITE DE'APRILE-SMITH, Decorative Arts Secdon,
MANCY DE LAURIER, University of Missourl-Fansas City
JEANIME SKERRY, Yala Unlvarsity Art Gallary

2:00-5:30 BM  VEA mermﬂml r:! "
"Trands in Automation
Aoom 520 mﬂnurﬂ!nntﬂr: GANY SELOFF, University of Texss at Austin

: "Creatlve
LISE HAWKDS and SCOTTIE JONES, Arizona Stata University:
Applications of 2 Database Manager in Slide Collection Administration”

MARK I MC GUIRE, The Ohlo State University: vacquiring o Dadicated
Mainframe Compotac”

TIM ROSE, Brigham Veung University: "Hrigham Young UT\Iursitgl Art
History Slide Classiflcetion, Indexlpg and Lebeling System

YEA BOUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
i nNew Technology in the Visual Resources Collection!
Leadors: e ark
DAYVID VANCE, ny Brook,
JAMICE SORKOW, The Museum of Fine Artg, Boston
CHRISTINE L. SUMDT, University of Oregon

e A Mat litan Mugoum of Art
-10=5:00 PM  The Metropoliian =in .
¥ Spocial Exbibition: Lischtenstein: The Princely Collectlons

Cash bar

Saturday, February 15 - a
The Mew York Hilton

CAA Program
f:3u-12:00 "Art In thae Computer Age: The Computer as an Artlstic Tool"

CAA Frogrom
12:00-2:00 P "Hesearch aod Auvtomation in the History of Art: DemonstrationWorkshop®

CAA Frogram
2:00-4:30 PM  "Hesearch and Automation in the History of Art: Presentation”
Coordinator: HENRY MILLON, Mationel Callery of Art

DORIE ). AEENTS and RONALD L. BISHOP: "The Maya Polychrome Pottery
Data Bank®
MARTIN H. HAISH: "A Compoter-Asslsted Iconographic Study of Classic
Maya Ceramic Vessals”
ELIZABETH L. MEYERS: "Geomatric Descripdon and Itz Use in Art
Hlgtorical Resesrch"
RICK K. HOLT: "Tha Cansuz of Antique Works of Art and Architecture
Enown in the Renglssence: The Computer as a Tool In Scholarly Resaerch”
HELENE E. ROBERTS: "The Conoecting Links between Works of Art"

MICHAEL W. PAMHORST: "The Amorican Monument and Outdoor Soulptura
Database [AMOS)™

IMPORTANT COMFEREMCE INFORMATION

REGISTRATION FEEG:

VRA Program Regletration fee: $10.00 (for admisslon te al) VEA Sessions and
Events and & copy of the abstrects of YRA papers) Payment of the VEA
reglstretlon feo doss not constituta payment of fess for other programs
[ARLIS/MA, CAA) that may be golog on at the zame time,

A CAA registration bedge or single sesslon event ticket will be reqguired for
admigsion to CAA gsesslons, exhiblts and special events.




Creative Applications of a Database Manager
in 5llde Collectlon Adminiztration

LISE HAWKOS apd SCOTTIE IONES
Atizona State University

This presentetion offars more than a cese study of & particoler collecton; rather It
points oot specifle applications wseful to any collection, efther one approaching
automation or ono already undecway. Tt will offer suggestions for the ocrootive
spplicetion of the Dataease and Waordstar programs, end In so dolng will describe the
evolutlon of a system Inltially deaigned slmply to lndex alldes.  Since then,
applications have been developed for supplemental catalogingfart historical data
(autherity files), slide room sdministration, end facolty research and class data. Ot
will alzo address & number of plifalls that we encountared which could have heean
easily avolded had we know what we know now.

Whan the detabsse menagement system for the Schocl of Art Slide Collection st Arizona
State University was boing planned, our goal was faicly stralghtforward. Wae wanted to
devglop an index that could ba cross-refaranced by any or all flelds wsed in the

axisting clessification system. An sbundence of database mensgemant softwera was
avallable, therefore [inding a databese manager to Tt our peeds was Talrly slmple.

The trick was to make the most of the applications availabla in our chesen softwire.
Establishing tha forms and procedures for the cross-relerencing index was relatively
palnless and the system was operahle within about & week. We have since been Involved
in a process of refinlng aod expanding and are developing new applications almost as
fast a5 we can implement them. Tha originel slide record form bas been joined by o
sourca form ([that no only keeps treck of our source materlal but also generatas our
phote orders] as well as an artist file which provides a list of ail the artists (and
pertinent information about them). Slide Room administration has bean assisted by
additlonal forms {or employee records, Aopuel report Information and beslc

housekeeping records.  We Toresee pushing ever Turther with additionsl suthority [lles
[e.g.. museums, metric comversion) and are also consldering the feasibility of a bar
coda raader for clreulation.

In addition to developing espplications, contlnwal exposure to the computer and (s
cepabilities has led to & number of time end/or labor-eaving devices. For example,
baslc pregraoming skills can be vsed to welta mems and bateh-fllas which not ooly make
tho system sasier to uso, but alés can save steps, Other computing functions [nclode
remota entry, the data import and export facilities (e.g., allowing broaking up a

large database Intn severa]l of more menageshle slze), generatlng reports (sllde

lobels. database searches, work orders), end using & word-processing program

[Wordstar) in conjunction with the databass manager {Datasasa) to anable a moro time
pffective method af making changes andf/or corrections within the database.

Computers Seaing and Understanding
Vienal Resouroes

RISSELL A, KIRSCH
National Bursau of Standards
and Sturd] Corporation

Computers which can process reco

rds &b i
images on wldeodisks, for exampla, ® Fhout visual resources can elso stora and ratrieve

But tha computar, s, typloally, Blnd
Images It stores and roprodices. Such a Hmitation s not 1§g‘ﬁtab:llr'a h;wu::urmﬁ' the
nurdnpu!er is used to sense the visual informaton, and is alan [nstrun'h:ld' m
[unnftrstandlug what It gonses. Ths can be done sither with artlficial Intelligence
Eﬂnarirtnpru«r;zgg[tl:rldl ]}EG::M?}UE Im- with computer graphics. Tho former s automatic
v and Umited In [1§ present stete. The latter requires 1 ’
intarvention, 15 equally goneral, and 1 limited only by the 1r:5]gll1qt af Tlln:::::ular

end by the descriptiva power of the hi
SO Pe G A e pmma:tr:p ¢ language used. Wo will Hlustrate these




Art History Core Yideedisc Retrieval Project

at the School of Art and Art History,

and Weeg Computing Center, Unlvarsity of lowa
JULIE HAUSMAN

Unlvarsity of lowa

A successful 1880 pilot project led to the development of a current project (n which
approximataly 30,000 slide imeges including thoss vsed in teaching the Core art
history classes were transfecred to wideodise for computer controlled retrievel.

These images were salected for three reasons.

1] The scope of the material provided a test of tha probloms and practicality in
constructing large scale databases to sccess divecse wisuel materlals.

) the videodize and assoclated database offeced incressed access to & collection
of wWszual images which was previously extremely restricted.

3) this collection had the largest potentlal for clessroom applicarions.

Slides were salectad based on tha significance of meterial In the geoeral histocy of
art, utility of particular views or detalls and quality of the image. lmages include
most matarial represented In the major art history texis: Gardnaer, Jamson, Harti
Hopour and Fleming, and Canaday.

Slides were transfecrad by the Unlveesity of lowa Video Center using an Ampex VPR-3
gtill frame storar with speclal attemtion pald to framing, borderlog and details, Tha
videodisc is controlled by an 1BM=PC computer conpected to the Undversity's Prime
mini-computar. The software is built arcund Infotext, & detebese retrieval system
which allows verleble length text fields and uses e concordance to facilitate access
to keywords. Fields In the database ers designed to allow the wser 8 maxdmom numbar
of aocess polots and search strategles. Flalds in the databaee loclude wideodlisc 1D
number, claogsification number of sllde, accesslon number of slide, artist, title{s),
medium, matarials, detall descriptions, detes, artist dates, subjoct, style, origin,
prasent location, dimenslons, source of #ide [mage, text references, and comments.
User programg ace meou driven for esse of use. Imeges may be retrlevad on the
videodlas by aoy cheracteriste or comblpation of charsctaristics deslrad.

Egulpment configuration fer the project is a videodiss player (Ploneer LD-VEQ00), and
IBM-PC with 2 asynchronous commupications cards, a color monitor at remote locations
with a telephone or systec connection to the Prime minl-computar houslng the detabaso.
This configuration allows the image to be displayed on the monitor whila the
ascociated Infarmation from the databage ls displayed on the IBM-PC display monitor.

A Sony video player is wsed wilth a Taody 100 computer contcolling the videedisc player
in the ¢lassroom.

Acquiring 8 Dedicated Malnframe Computer
MARK I. MC GUIEE
The Ohlo State University

The scramble seams to b on to find ways to scqoire the computer hardware end softwars
needed to automata warlous actlvitles in the slide lbrary. A& variety of options is
gvallable, depending on the institution, from seeking funds for the purchase of micro-
computors, to loking up to existing !nstitudonal melsfeame systems. The Art History
slide Jibrary at Ohio State Unlversity recently became one of the prlmary wsers of a
malnirame deficated to our needs and maintained by the Cellege of the Arts. The four
tarminals housed in the side libcary are hosted on a DEC VAX 11/750 computer, which

is running Digital Equipment Corporation's Datatrieve databasing and DSR text

procassing software. All of thls came to the slide lihrary at no gost

As a result of our active participation ln & test project soveral years ago with
Digital Equipment Corpocation, & grant of the YAS moinframe computer and other
hurdwars and software wes made to the College of the Arts. 48 a facility for the
entirn college, we were assured aequal Access, but getting the silde Ubrary's "Fale
shara® was not secursd without vigilaot monltoring of the process for establishing the
college computar lab.

While this method of acquiring diract access end control of a mainframe computer will
certalnly not present ltself to everyons, maoy of the strategies which contributed to

our success mey prove valusbla to others. The first hurdle was pechapa the toughest,
that of simply heving our needs heard and acknowledged. Moch of this was sccomplizhed
oyer many yaars through regular reminders included in routlne reports and memoramda.
Justification of oeed wes provided, espacially suggesting the usefulness beyond the
parochial value to the slide Ubrery. Favorable admipistrativa support was courted,

and the owerall campus environment was vsed to advantage as we proposed a lUnk batween
our autometlon and other popular projects on campus, After the momantum had begun,
and our requiremants were undarstood by the "powers that be," our lepitimecy was
astablished and we became Important partners Io bringiog compuotar technology to the
College of tha Arts.
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Brigham Young University Art Higtory [
Slde Classification, Indexing
and Labeling Systom

TIM ROSE
Erigham Young Uniyors ty

The program in Art History at Brigham Young Univarslty [g only 10 years ald and, ]
therefora, the development of an art hlstary slide library has oceorrad entirely

within & pericd characterized by the emergence of varlous ploneoring automated
classiflcation and indexing systems. After several years of experlmentation with tha
"Senta Cruz" npotation, that Eydtem was abandoned in 1983 and o completely new systam 1
dewalopad. |

"UIDE

il Flitan

The BYU system includes a new clagslligation scheme, computer Indexing, a pew label e 1 : -
rurmgl. computer genarated label printing, and Ieonographie classlfication and An International Diﬁ-.ﬂ[mrr MNORINE D. CASHMAN

indecing with associated computar retoieval capabllitios. Geals have been to doslgn s T ; : % P RE M. BRALUMNSTEIN
classification system amenable to browsing by Mbrary patrons (Art History faculty) us | of Slide Sources for Art and Architecture MA

woll as efflelent filing by library staff: to dasign 8 well organized slide labal in

natural language, slimirating nomeriesl codlng, 8nd to establish anp Indexing snd
computar entry systam —- Ingluding iconographle indexlng -- which can he operated by _
library personnal without extansive tralning. A further goal has been to achieve

Autamated label printing genaratad from the deta antared at the acceston of nach

sllde. Al of thesa gonls have been reslized, VYRA - CAA Conforence Spocial
Among Important Teatures of the BYU systam are the following: olessification has bean 15% discount
stnplified by redoction of traditional perlod, gecgraphical and el tursl deslgnations

o one information field; the now labeling foemat locates each Item of Infarmeton so through 31 March 1888

it 1z visually of maximum sarvien both to lbrary patrons browsng through the

collecton and to staff doing filing; codlog is reduged to a minimum and netural

language employed, Tha ICONCLASS systom was consultad and exertad some Influance on

selection of kay concapts but was not actuelly wsed since we wished to avoid nimertcal —
coding and our final kepword system is not ceeentially hlerarchical. Cur lconographic
Indexing is performaed on the basls of only some 130 keywords. This ralatve

simplicity In the Iconographic component le Intontonal and percelved as a henafit, ER FORM Slide Buvers' Guide Department 75
Parhaps we could say ours is not an "“image Indexing" system but an "leonographic ORDE Maie (plese pring:
Indexing" system in mara traditional art bistorleal tarms -- the objeet belng more Camplete arder form and send go: 1':"_*"_ — =
efflclent cataloguing and retrieval, rather than ressaceh, per sa. LIBRARIES UNLIMITED, INC, T ey : L
ATTM: Department 73 ::“_’”'SI e g
Ly, State, Zip:
Whila boing careful te malntain unlformity in classification deta, wa Feal comfortabla P.ck ht?gmlmrrm #
in devaloplng authority files gradually, in confinction with approprints research and "I‘::';:“.'r.“_lm SHIFTO:
consultation with faculty, The seftware will allow any adfustments In decislons mbont el {3077 v Streel addres : — s
names, dates, technlcal and geographical terminology, ete., to bo Implemantad 1E USIHG YOUR OWN PURCHASE City, mlnl?ir'!r__t ey
mati b = b - . O Bill our Library<&choo
automatically, throughoot tha file, at any Hime ORDER, PLEASE ATTACH OUR FORM eyt o o N e —
The systom uses a personal computer with a "fized dlsk® (IBM-XT) &nd a rendily '“'“‘1";’:;‘ AR e -
avallable commarcial database management software (dBase I, The Hbrery currently TR o A o F"mé'. A e e
has about 75,000 slides of which 15,000 ara enterad in the computer system, iy MTn. IS BT O Charge o ¥ISA ____ Masterard :
S35, L5, (320,007 Acoous Mumber: — Capdate:

Signature |as it appears on card):
*If crdering from outside the US| nlms_t (5 "r_" price.
Ll SEND COMPLETE CATALOD OF TITLES

nsored by Yisual Resources .-\mrh_linn
ok Fivum Kewvhreer .\!r;[";
HES Tp, PSRN 087IETI7]-
- K250 L5, (830, 000




INTRODUCE & FRIEND TO THE Visual Resources Assoclation
AND DO THAT FRIEND A FAVOR!

mﬂ The Visual Rescowcss Azsocletion s an international non-profic membershio
orgarization. |t serwves b professional intorests of slkde curstors and meds
lorarians, phobo archiveats, sl ard microform producers, rights and reprocsuction
nfficials, photographers, and anyons invelved o concarmed with wisuml rraterise
Marmbarship noludes a subscription 1o the quarterly journal, supplemants, and =
Dirmctory of Members. Tha Visusl Resourcss Assocletion is the only profecssional
argarization desing sxclusively with the avar-chsangng workd of visual rescurces,

VRA MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
* Submcription to thar Mtermationsl Buletic  ® Professonal Gukdfas for B Fesid
* vformation on the latest technology ® Waorkshops, programs and s tngs
* Contacts with falow professionals

Al conbributions are tax cecuctibie a5 permitied by b, Thark wou far wour suppert.
Pubil = @i tha inter I Balltln far Photographic Documantsifons of the Viscal Sres

Visual Resources Association
Membership Application

Annual duas LS $10.00
Saurface Postacge autsecie LS 8 us. 3 380
Alrmail outside Morth Smearica us. 5 875

Enclosesdismy check forUS. $ RS
Al paymants must be in tha form of & check or Bank draft
dransn o @ ULS. bank ifi LS, aevency s payable to the
Visval Resources Axsociation, PREPAYMENT IS RECULERED.

Typa af Mambership:

§ ) Incivicheal [ I Naw | ] Henaw
£ dInstitiubional () Maw 1 ) Renews

PLEASE FRINT OR TYPE:

Mama TS & S L Sy e oy | I
Btk Chapartrmssnt
Sty -l e e e Ty i e e, ‘s
SrntelPyondgdn = SRR o L _ Zip/P.Lk Code
Coumitey Emineas Freoew e .
T FEidEn=T LT
Mail te: Christine Updike, VHA Treasurer

cfo James Madison University
Art Department
Herelzonburg, VA 22807

prices subject to cheoge without notlce




Visual Resources Association
U:Hr‘ Ingorporated as 8 General Mot For Profit Carporation

In the State of Misaourd, under No. NDOOZE020
13 Avgust 1082

OFFICERS

Presidant: Christine Lo Sundt, Unlversity of Oregon

Vice-President: Auth R. Philbrlck, Natiopal Gallery of Art

Treasurer: Chrlsting Updike, Jamos Madison Universlty

Secretary: Kathryn K. MoKenonay, Winterthor Museum

Honorary Past-FPrasident, Naney Delaorier, Unlversity of Missouri, E.C.

EDITORS

International Bulleiln for Photographic Documentation of the Visual Aets,
Joy A. Alexander, viarsity of Michigan

Slide Buyers' Guide, Worine Cashman, Brown University

Visual Resgurces, Helene E. Roberts, Fogg Act Musesm,. and Christine Sundt,

—_—

Tinivarsity of QOregon
COMMITTEES

Advisory: Margaret Nolan, Tho Matropelltan Museum of Art (eetired)
Publications: A. Lelda Richerdson, Universlty of MNew Mexlco
Memborship: [re Bartfield, National Gallery of Art

1886 PAOGRAM (New York)

Gonaral Cooedinator: Ruth R. Philbrick, Mational Gallery of Art
Graphlcs Coordinetor: Priscilla Farah, The Matropalitan Museon of Art
Segsions:  Huth R Philbrick eed Gary Seloff, Univerelty of Texas

at Austin
Workshep Coordinator: Nancy Delaueier, Undversity of Missourl, K.C.

Tha Yiswal Resoources Association is grateful to all membars end friends whe helped in
any way to make this program possible.

Brochures dessribing the Visual Resources Associatlon and applications for membarship
will be available at the Infermation/Aegistration Tebles at Tha New York Hilton

dutlng the confaresecs. Anneal membership dues for 1886 are $10.00. To becoms B
mombar, send your check ((L5. currency only) to Christlna Updike, VRA Treasurer, James
Madlsan University, Art Department, Harcdsonborg, VA 22807,

Publishers of the mbarnational Bulletin for Photographic Documentation of the Visual Arts




Wisuad Resources

Intarmationsl Buleiin for
Phadographic fetumenlathn
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